
   

   

 

Diary of a Lady 
Lady Denman Heritage Complex 

 

23 December 2011 

This is your Newsletter - All contributions welcome - Details last page - Next Issue 17 Feb 

What a month December has been and I have to say a very successful one at that. 
This monthõs Newsletter is certainly a bumper issue, maybe even a coffee table piece. 
Well .... not quite but you never know! As there wonõt be another issue until later in 
February please take your time and enjoy the reading and information that follows. 
There is currently a lot happening at the Denman and I donõt want you or yours to miss  

a minute of it. 

The next Lady Denman Produce Markets are going to be scheduled for a different 
time frame. They wonõt be in the morning but will be a Twilight Markets held from 
4pm to 8pm on 7th January. There will be many stallholders, food, refreshments and I 
understand that Jeff Aschmann will be  on deck to entertain us (and especially the 
children) with his puppetry on the grass in front of the wharf.  The Museum will be 
open on that day from 10am until 8pm making it a great time for visitors to explore 
the Lady Denman Heritage Complex. Come and witness the complex via Twilight, it 

has a very special ambience and I understand a warm balmy night has been ordered. 

If you really wanted to make a day of it on the 7th of January then thereõs Blues On 
the Ferry 6.30pm for 7pm, an all inclusive fee of $18 for entertainment, light meal 
and drinks. You are welcome to bring your own. This is proving to be a very popular 

nightõs entertainment. 

The Lady Denman Produce Markets for February will be held on the 4th and at the 
usual time 9am - 1pm. Cheryl Bullock is keen to hear from willing helpers for both 
markets and in particular the coming one on 7th January. If you can help in any 
way for any amount of time please contact Cheryl at the Lady Denman or via email 

cherylb23@live.com.au.  

There are lots of thank yous to be made in this Newsletter and I can only wonder at 
the huge contribution Bernita and her team are making especially at this time of year 
in the Visitor Information Centre. I know the volunteers that work there love the 
interaction with the visitors, if you think thatõs you then contact Bernita, she would love 

to hear from you. 

Lots of interesting information inside, current Art Show, new exhibitions opening soon. 
Yet another grant enabling creation of a further exhibition and an opportunity to show 
off the Lady Denmanõs collection. If you would like to be a part of the exhibition team 

please make contact with Bridget Sant.     A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
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Dorothy Bremner       1933 - 2011 

On Friday 9th December more than 80 people joined with 

friends and family to celebrate the life that was Dorothy 

Bremner. There was a special pictorial presentation in the 

Theatrette, after which Dorothyõs ashes were scattered in the 

gardens that she loved and where her late husband, Ianõs  ashes 

were also scattered. Afternoon tea was shared by all and many a 

story passed around. Some funny, some sad and all entertaining. 

Dorothy Bremner died on Sunday 4th December after a short period in palliative care in 

Sydney. During that time she was able to communicate to some extent with  family and 

friends. Dorothy had been in declining health over the past year with a difficult to 

diagnose condition. She was in hospital after she fell and fractured her pelvis about 3 

weeks ago and was looking forward to going home when her condition suddenly 

deteriorated and she was transferred to Sydney. 

 

Robin Williams shares some of  her reminisces  of  her friend and associate Dorothy Bremner 

Dorothy has been associated with the Lady Denman for over twenty years.  In 1997 she 
showed me around the Lady Denman before I was interviewed for the Director's position 

and was consequently the first person I met here.   

By my understanding, her first contact with the Lady Denman was in the 1980s as a 
member of the Australian Plant Society when they established their first garden.  Through 
the garden, Dorothy met Vera Hatton and responded to a call from Vera for more 
volunteers to help with the Historical Group.  Dorothy's very active involvement with both 

of those groups continued to her death.   

She served on the Board / Management Committee for many years to about 2006 and 

was the Board Secretary for some years in the 1990s. 

Throughout her time at the Lady Denman, until her recent illness, Dorothy worked every 
Tuesday with the Historical Committee at the Lady Denman - and other days as 
needed.  She was the Lady Denman Research Officer, and handled all enquiries for 
information.  She kept the Lady Denman scrapbooks, and helped set up the collection 
filing system - dare anyone get those filing cards mixed up or put the information files or 
photographs back in the wrong place!!  If an editor was needed to go comb through a 
piece of work in great detail - Dorothy was that person.  Dorothy regularly represented 
the Lady Denman at meetings of the Illawarra and South Coast Chapter of Museums 
Australia (NSW) and was our current representative on the Shoalhaven History Fair 

Committee.   

Dorothy also worked with the Australian Plant Society (Nowra Branch) Members on the 
Wirreecoo garden one Thursday every month and was always on duty when the Society 
had a festive day plant stall.  I know that she attended the APS National Conference this 

year. 

Dorothy was passionate about a lot of things.  Among them were the Lady Denman, the 
gardens here, native flora and fauna and the environment.  She kept us all on our toes - 

and she will be very much missed at the Lady Denman. 
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The Centenary of Canberra 2013 
 

The Lady Denman has been awarded a grant from Arts NSW to create an exciting new 

exhibition in celebration of this anniversary, entitled: òCanberra, South Coast NSW and Henry 

Halloran: 100 years of urban ideasó 

Henry Halloran is very significant in the history of land development and town planning in New 

South Wales.  The Lady Denman has a special connection to Henry and his legacy.. 

Henry Halloran was the father of the Lady Denman benefactor, Warren Halloran, so the Lady 

Denman houses all the Henry Halloran papers, maps and photographs which will form the basis 

of this exhibition 

Background 

Before the first sod was turned it had been decided that Canberraõs land tenure would be 

leasehold and that the capital city would have its own seaport at Jervis Bay, linked by a new 

rail line. At the same time businessman Henry Halloran was building an extensive portfolio of 

land developments. The new capital created massive opportunities . Halloran proposed new 

cities at Jervis Bay to house over 250 000 and new freehold settlements just outside the ACT 

known as Canberra Freehold Estates. 

The new exhibition proposes to digitise some of the maps and photographs to produce 32 

interpretative panels, on themes related to both Jervis Bay and Canberra . Themes will include 

such things as Environa and Pacific City, the proposed railways, new ideas in urban design, and 

the people who influenced Henry Halloran such as Walter Burley Griffin, Ebenezer Howard 

and John Sulman as well as examining Henryõs new vertically integrated business model. 

This exhibition will really showcase some of the incredible Halloran archive as it will not only 

be shown at the Denman but also be made to travel to 

other venues and will be well publicised to schools and 

urban planners. 

Bridget Sant (photographed with  ôA PORT FOR 

CANBERRA 1915õ panel - currently on display at the 

museum) will curate the exhibition and she is looking for 

volunteers to join a team both for general tasks as well as 

for specific ones such as panel layout and design. She 

plans to start work on it in the second half of January. It 

will be on show at the Denman in early 2013 before 

travelling to other venues. 
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 The Lady Turns 100ñYou were invited to come celebrate 

with us and celebrate you did. 

was alive with members, guests, volunteers -  past and present  to witness Allan Dent, Grandson of 

George Dent the original builder of the ferry, cut the birthday cake. In these photos from top left 

clockwise, Allan and Enid (Tiny) Dent. Tiny was the one who proposed the motion to proceed with 

the Lady Denman project at a public meeting held  in 1979.  Rohan and Alice Westmore, Esther 

Newell, Lorraine Herbert and June Wirth, Paul Fielden, Peter Bardsley, Captain John Fowler with 

Vera Hatton in the background. A lot of reminiscing, a lot of special friends and volunteers, to nu-

merous to name,  who came to share this celebration with us.  

We thank you one and all for your support. 

On Saturday 3 December at 12pm a number of people joined President Morgan Sant  in  

celebrating the Ladyõs birthday  held at the Lady Denman Heritage Complex.. The Long Gallery   


